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Many of our church leaders believed, 
that because these young Japanese-Amer- 
icans attended our schools, and some of 
them our local Christian Churches, they 
should not be evacuated lest a grave in- 
justice be committed and racial hatreds be 
engendered. The United States govern- 
ment, however, wisely looked deeper into 
the entire problem of Japanese psychology 
and religion, and into the relations be- 
tween too many thousands of Nisei and 
the Imperial Government of Japan. 
Without making open accusations, the U. 
S. Army merely ordered the evacuation of 
all Japanese, citizens and aliens alike. Be- 
hind the scenes the government found am- 
ple and imperative reason for its drastic 
action. 


JAPANESE LANGUAGE SCHOOLS 


The Japanese Government pursued a 
far wiser policy of education among its 
youth than the American government, 
which, in its educational program has not 
stressed sufficiently, respect and admira- 
tion for American traditions and ideology. 
The Japanese went so far as to set up the 
most carefully directed institution in 
America for the education of young Jap- 
anese-American citizens in the basic spirit 
of Japanism. The imminence of war first 
caused serious attention to be given to this 
well-geared propaganda structure under 
our very noses. Such organizations as the 
Americanism Educational League had dif- 
ficulty in arousing public opposition to 
these schools until the shock of Pearl Har- 


oe brought out the problem in bold re- 
ief, 


More than 19,000 boys and girls of 
Japanese parents, born in California, at- 
tended the 248 Japanese language schools 
in this state alone. $398,500 was spent 
in 1941 for this aducational program dir- 
ected from Tokyo. 


_ The situation can be made more intel- 
ligible by examining the chart below, 
which lists the number of Japanese youth 
who attended their native language schools 
in Hawaii. 
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JAPANESE CHILDREN ATTENDING 
AMERICAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
IN HAWAII 


American Japanese-Language 
Year Public Schools Schools 
1921 19,311 18,612 
1925 28,383 19,648 
1930 39,115 38,162 
1935 45,121 42,665 
1940 46,670 43,150 


Not only were these schools found 
to be under the direction of the Shinto 
priesthood, responsible for the develop- 
ment of the intense nationalistic spirit 
among the Japanese, but many of these 
schools were discovered by Federal agen- 
cies to be centers of Japanese propaganda 
and espionage. Thus, an institution al- 
lowed to develop and flourish under the 
pretext that it was motivated only by a 
desire ‘‘to preserve the magnificent culture 
and art of Japan’’, became at once a most 
formidable hazard to the defense of our 
coastal area. In considering the inclusion 
of Japanese-American youth in the evacu- 
ation program, the American government 
did not dare overlook the influence of the 
language schools upon many Japanese 
youths. 


Rey. Shinryu Umehara, Japanese 
Buddhist priest who was sent to America 
to inspect the Japanese language schools 
on the Pacific Coast and in Hawaii, said 
(March 27, 1934): (Translation by U. 
S. Army Intelligence Department)— 


“T felt while I was in America that 
the existence of Japanese schools and 
Buddhist organizations in the Japanese 
communities is grand, for they are the 
mother-bodies for fostering the national 
conscience, Japan's civilization and Japan's 
spirit,”’ 


Rev. Takei Okumura, 1935, ‘Today 
the pendulum has swung in the opposite 
direction and the Japanese community 
seems to be Japanized more and more. 
The language schools are beginning to dis- 
play the real color of Japanism. Imperial 
rescript is boldly read and taught.” 
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THE INSTITUTE FOR THE 
EDUCATION OF OVERSEA JAPANESE 


Among the most powerful Japanese 
directed organizations reaching across the 
Pacific to weld the Japanese youth in 
America to the Imperial Empire, is ‘The 
Institute for the Education of Oversea 
Japanese. 


This organization was founded on 
November 25, 1933, with headquarters 
in Tokyo, 


OFFICERS: 
President______Viscount Kikujiro Ishii _ 
Managing Director__Tadashi Sato 


OBJECT; 
“To educate the children of Japanese liv- 
ing abroad in order to establish a founda- 
tion for their future overseas development; 
and by solving the problem of the educa- 
tion of these children, to encourage over~ 
sea expansion.” 


(Count Ishii, 7/2/34) 


“The Institute of Oversea People’s Ed- 
ucation is an organization for infusing the 
Japanese spirit into the second generation 
of Japanese abroad. In other words, leave 
the second generation in the land of their 
residence but don’t lec them forget the 
Japanese spirit. In buying, select Japanese 
goods; in voting, cast ballots for politic- 
ians friendly to Japanese.” 

(This is particularly meant for Jap- 

anese-Americans in Hawaii where their 

vote is a decisive factor, J. R. L.) 


Osaka Mainichi (Osaka Daily— 
2,000,000 circulation) . 


THE CENTRAL BOARD 
OF OVERSEAS ASSOCIATION 


This Association is composed of 
Overseas Societies of each prefecture, and 
of people having knowledge and experi- 
ence in oversea expansion. Its object is 
to coordinate the relations between soci- 
eties of each prefecture, and to secure the 
development of these societies. “Tt car- 
ries on its activities by investigation, re- 
search, and information on the conditions 
of the territories inhabited by Japanese 
emigrants; various works to stimulate 
public thought on oversea questions; 
guidance and education towards oversea 
expansion, and assistance for the training 


of capable men; assistance to oversea soci- 
eties of the various prefectures; contact and 
union with various kindred societies.” 
This speaks for itself. 


IMPERIAL EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 


To explain in greater detail the con- 
trol exercised by the Imperial Government 
over Japanese-American youth, the Rafu 
Shimpo, a Los Angeles Japanese daily 
newspaper, owned by an alien Japanese, 
carried this article in the Japanese section 
on Monday, February 17, 1941. 


“Re-educational Plan for the Promotion 
of the Fatherland.” 

“The Niseis who were born and raised 
in the foreign land are to come to the 
fatherland far way to find the company of 
the other sex. But they are confronted with 
difficulties coming from the differences of 
their habits and customs with those of the 
Fatherland. Here comes the problem of 
‘Re-education of Nisei.’ 


“Meantime, to make the abroad com- 
patriots understand the position of the Fath- 
erland undet the new regime of Pan-Asiastic 
principles, and to unite them to act for the 
realization of ‘Enlightened Asia’, re-educa- 
tion of Nisei is necessary. So, Imperial 
Educational Asociation made a budget of 
yen 100,000 for the education of Nisei, 
For this purpose, the committee on over- 
seas education of the Association in co- 
operation with the Department of Educa- 
tion and the Department of Foreign Affairs 
of the Government and the Goain (In- 
stitute for the Promotion of Asia), elected 
secretaries and established an office for 
educational guidance of Nisei. The func- 
tions of the office ar present are as fol- 
lows:— 


“1. Investigation of the educational con- 
ditions of Nisei, and of the living 
conditions of the teachers abroad, 


“2, Establishment of the fundamental 
plans for the education of Nisei. 


"3. Assistance in sending good teachers. 

“At present, among the teachers abroad 
who are teaching Nisei, a good number of 
them want to come to the Fatherland. 
Meantime, many of the teachers here in 
this country have the desire to go abroad 
to fulfill their ambitions. A proper dis- 
posal of this situation alone would make 
a new atmosphere in the educational field, 
So, this new project of the association will 
be successful in every way." 


NISEI AS PROPAGANDA 
AGENTS FOR JAPAN 


Common sense would lead the in- 
formed to conclude that Japan has not 
been interested in the Japanese youth of 
America for altruistic or cultural reasons 
alone. Japan's ulterior motives in her 
control over the education of Japanese- 
American citizens became more apparent 
and gave cause for serious concern to this 
government as we reached a crisis in in- 
ternational relationship, It is not pos- 
sible, nor essential, to relate any cases in 
the archives of the F.B.J. or the VU. S. 
Army Intelligence which show espionage 
activities among the Nisei. The bold 
statement of Japanese officials themselves, 
indicating how they expect to use the Nisei 
in the conduct of the war, is enough to 
convince the most skeptical that no federal 
or local agency could determine who 
among the Nisei would remain completely 
loyal to the United States, under duress. 


“THE FUTURE ROAD OF THE NISEI” 


An amazing booklet of this name 
was distributed among Japanese leaders in 
California early in 1941. One copy, in- 
tercepted at El Centro, was sent to Wash- 
ington for study. This booklet, printed 
in Japan in 1940, carried the official en- 
dorsement of General Sugiyama, Japanese 
Imperial Army Chief of Staff, and Toka- 
shi Zuzuki, director of the Kinmon Gaku- 
in, one of the leading Japanese language 
schools in San Francisco. 


Excerpts from this frank appraisal of 
the role of the Nisei in America on behalf 
of the Japanese government will suffice to 
demonstrate further the alarming extent 
to which the Japanese government actually 
wielded control over young American cit- 
izens of Japanese extraction. 


: “Several hundred lectures have been 
delivered on the China incident by Nisei 
in America. 


“Many Nisei also returned to Japan 
with a mass of material collected in Cali- 
fornia, 
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“Things of this sort are typical of 
the work performed in the past by the 
Nisei for Japan. What they gain and 
what they do is by no meanss unimport- 
ant. The Nisei have made significant 
contributions to Japan, but in many cases 
these facts must remain hidden. 


“When the China incident occurred, 
it became necessary to broadcast to the 
world the news in the English language. 
At this most crucial moment, the Nisei did 
the work by assuming responsibility as is 
befitting great patriots. 


“The role of Nisei at the present 
moment is of utmost importance. Nisei 
always take the leadership. In the world 
where English language newspapers and 
magazines are most influential, the Nisei 
are in an excellent position to do their 
share. 


“We have seen to it that they shall 
be well prepared for their task.”’ 


KEBEI ORGANIZATIONS 


A more brazen violation of mutual 
friendship between the two nations char- 
acterized Japan's enticement of Nisei to 
“pursue cultural training in Japan.”’ So 
important a step in the prosecution of 
Japan's policies for a ‘‘new world order” 
has this activity been considered, that 
Japan gave a specific name to all Nisei 
who had journeyed to Japan for a more 
intense infusion of the spirit of Japanism. 
The ‘‘Kebei"’ constituted one of Japan's 
primary hopes for cooperation in the event 
of war with the United States. 


At one time there were so many of 
our Nisei from America and Hawati in 
Japan, that great embarrassment was felt 
among local Japanese leaders who could 
not explain away the fact that so many 
Japanese-American boys were away from 
home. The Hawaiian Sentinel of January 
27, 1938 reported this exodus to Japan 
and the efforts made by Japanese leaders 
in Los Angeles to bring back many of 
these youths to avoid suspicion against the 
Imperial Government: 
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“As a result of the Manchurian in- 
cident and the spectacular performances of 
Japanese athletes in the recent Olympic 
games, the love of Japan reached its boil- 
ing point among the second generation 
Japanese, who possess American citizen- 
ship rights. Things Japanese attract 
them so much that hundreds of these 
American-born youths are returning stead- 
ily to Japan for education. So great is 
this exodus of promising youths, that Jap- 
anese on the Pacific Coast are faced with 
the great catastrophe of losing their cher- 
ished rights which took them almost fifty 
years to gain. 


“Ata joint meeting, held recently by 
the Los Angeles Japanese Association and 
Los Angeles Japanese Chamber of Com- 
merce, it was unanimously moved to call 
back the second generation now in Japan. 
The Wakayama Prefectural Association in 
America formed an organization, called 
‘Association of Calling Back Second Gen- 
eration,’ and sent Shiro Fukioka, 59, Gen- 
eral Secretary of Los Angeles Japanese 
Chamber of Commerce, as special envoy. 
The Foreign Office was so moved by 
Fukioka’s plea, that it has sent out word 
to all immigration organizations in dif- 
ferent prefectures to encourage the united 
drive, using this slogan. ‘Second Gener- 
ation Return Immediately to America!’ 


“Fukioka, who has spent nearly for- 
ty years in Pacific Coast States, says thus 
in part: 


“There are roughly about 20,000 
American-born youths between the ages 
of 18 and 25 residing now in Japan. Be- 
ing high school graduates, they are well 
versed with the conditions and things of 
Japanese and would make ideal immi- 
grants to North America’.” 


AFFILIATED KEBEI ORGANIZATIONS 


So well organized were the Kebeis of 
America, that these American citizens who 
took their ‘‘final shots’’ in Japanism in 
Japan itself, formed several district Kebei 
organizations to keep alive the spirit and 
the ‘‘culture’’ thus obtained, and to per- 
fect a common bond among the several 
groups, These are the organizations: 


Japanese Rel, 


stion 
Bancroij Papers 


Ubrary 


. Kebei Division of Japanese-Amer- 
ican Citizens League 


. Wakayama Seinen Kai 

. Hiroshimia Seinen Kai 

- YMCA Wakagusha Kai 

. Shinykai 

. Kanagawa Deshikai 

. Kebei Division of YMCA 

. Kai Nippon Seinenkai 

. Kebei Seininkai of Kinto Kyohai 
. Kebei Seinen of Buddhist Church 
. Kebei Division of Zenshu Zi 
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Japan has played a shrewd game for 
many years, as we have discovered to our 
chagrin. She has overlooked very little 
during the last two decades in preparing 
for a total war with the United States. 
Consequently, the declarations of her 
leaders on many basic issues stand out in 
bolder relief against the background of 
events since Pearl Harbor. Her emphasis 
on youth, especially on Japanese-Amer- 
icans, is no more graphically demonstrated 
than the radio address of Prince Kanoye, 
July 23, 1939, followed the day of his 
investiture as Prime Minister of Japan, 
when he said. 


“When we think of the future of 
our Empire we cannot but find that suc- 
cess or failure of our national policy and 
the destiny of the nation depend almost ex- 
clusively upon the nature of the education 
offered to our youth; the so-called mould- 
ing of the Japanese people should be done 
not so much in a material or outward 
sense as in their innermost soul,” 


Japanese offical conduct with the 
youth of their nationals in America was 
an important factor in the decision of our 
government to apply war time restrictions 
to all Japanese, regardless of citizenship 
status. No brief offered by Christian 
leaders in America could deny the poten- 
tial danger of the Nisei in the Pacific Area 
which may at any time become an actual 
combat zone, 


Although the U, S, Army made no 
open accusations, federal agencies in mak- 
ing their recommendations could not over- 
look the undeniable facts herein related. 
These agencies exemplified a typical Amer- 
ican spirit by not indulging in wholesale 
accusations, because they recognized the 
existence of many fine young Japanese- 
Americans who were not enmeshed in the 
propaganda structure, and who actually 
resented the encroachment upon their inde- 
pendence by the Japanese Government. 
However, no adequate, overnight machin- 
ery could be set up to ferret out those who 
would remain loyal or who might be 
disloyal. The immediate exigencies of 
war made it mandatory to apply a uni- 
versal order. Whatever injustices may 
have been visited upon loyal Americans 
of Japanese ancestry must be attributed to 
the hard, bitter rules of the kind of war- 
fare precipitated by Japan herself, and not 
to any arbitrary policy on the part of the 
VU. S. Army. 


JAPANESE CONSCRIPTION OF NISEI 


The Japanese government further 
demonstrated its disposition to utilize the 
Nisei residing in America in her nefarious 
conduct of total war against the United 
States. Early in 1941, the Japanese con- 
sular offices conducted a census among all 
Japanese males residing on the mainland 
and in Hawaii, insisting that Japanese 
youths, regardless of citizenship status, be 
registered. The Americanism Educational 
League made formal protest to Washing- 
ton on the grounds that this was not an 
ordinary census, and quoted an article re- 
leased by the Imperial Department of 
Military Information in the Tokyo Gaz- 
ette stating that ‘This is not the ordinary 
census,—it is a military conscription cen- 
sus for the purpose of preparing for the 
total war.” 


On October 29, 1941, Kilsoo K. 
Haan, noted Korean agent, testified be- 
fore the House Immigration Committee 
that Japan had violated all diplomatic 
practices by intimidating citizens of this 
country in demanding compliance with 
her conscription laws. He translated an 
article that appeared in the Japanese 
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owned Hawaiian Hochi dated October 2, 
1941, containing the Japanese Consul- 
General's official announcement in Hon- 
olulu to the effect that, ““Anyone who 
delays this report is punishable as a viola- 
tor of the Conscription Law of Japan.” 
The Rafu Shimpo supported this consular 
edict in Los Angeles by offering to handle 
applications for military conscription, in 
a public announcement appearing in its 
Japanese section. Japan's eagerness to en- 
roll her complete potential manpower in 
the United States for ‘‘total war’’ purposes 
furnished another criterion in determining 
our policy of mass evacuation from the 
crucial defense centers on the Pacific Coast. 


ILLEGAL ENTRANTS 


In a letter to Cordell Hull, dated 
September 17, 1941, Mr. Haan submitted 
a report received from an agent in the Far 
East, who apparently had access to the 
files of the House Ministry in Tokyo, 
stating that his informant had found the 
records of 2,810 illegal entrants residing 
in Hawaii and on the American Con- 
tinent. 


If there is any doubt that illegal en- 
tries of Japanese have occurred, despite the 
stringent regulations of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Immigration and Naturalization, 
perhaps the admission of the Nippu Jiji, 
powerful Japanese Daily of Honolulu, 
owned by the Domei News Agency of 
Tokyo, will convince well meaning Amer- 
icans that Japan itself condoned the viola- 
tion of our Exclusion Act and Immigra- 
tion laws. 


Referring to the provisions of the 
1935 census under the supervision of the 
Japanese Consul-General in Hawaii, the 
Nippu Jiji, on August 28, 1935, publish- 
ed the rules for this census in its Japanese 
section, and stated under the caption, 
“Questionable Point,’’-— 


“This census is taken to deter- 
mine the population and it is not 
connected in any way with informa- 
tion papers compiled for the govern- 
ment authorities. Hence, illegal en- 
trants need not be afraid of making 
out this report.” 
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Obviously, it would have been diffi- 
cult for the U. S. Government to ascertain 
within a reasonable period which Japanese 
residents in America are here illegally. It 
would have been even more difficult to 
determine what sinister motives may have 
induced those apprehended to sneak into 
our country in circumvention of our laws, 
or to take adequate precautions against the 
lurking menace in those not ferreted out 
in time. The only sure way of safeguard- 
ing our people against potential injury and 
sabotage by fanatical Japanese who might 
have been sent here for just such a purpose 
was the prompt evacuation of all from the 
Pacific area. 


LOCAL JAPANESE SUBVERSIVE 
ORGANIZATIONS 


On April 15, 1941, The American- 
ism Educational League called a conference 
of Japanese and American leaders to ar- 
range a mass meeting of the Nisei in the 
Los Angeles atea for the purpose of in- 
spiring voluntary co-operation with the 
U. S. Government in a house cleaning of 
subversive elements within the Japanese 
colony. Whereas the mass meeting was 
ostensibly in the nature of a ‘‘loyalty 
demonstration”’, in reality it was intended 
as a direct challenge to these Japanese- 
American leaders who had vociferously 
professed their Americanism, to organize 
a counter-espionage system for the gather- 
ing of important information which 
would be helpful to the government in 
tabbing dangerous Japanese. 


The conference held at a Japanese 
restaurant on April 15 resulted in little 
more than the passing of bouquets be- 
tween the Orientals and Occidentals pres- 
ent, Finally, plans were agreed upon for 
a mass demonstration on May 10, which 
Was eventually attended by more than 
1,000 Nisei at the Hollywood Legion 
Clubhouse. Since it was apparent that 
both Fred Tayama and Togo Tanaka, 
most active leaders among the local Nisei, 
ignored any suggestion at this conference 
that a voluntary service against un-Amer- 
ican activities be initiated, a direct chal- 
lenge was given to Tayama in the offices 
of the Americanism Educational League 
the following day, 


Both Tayama and Tanaka vehem- 
ently denied the existence of any subver- 
sive groups, and Tayama angrily refused 
to organize any effort to co-operate with 
the F.B.I. The challenge nearly led to 
the cancellation of the rally. At the mass 
meeting, the director of the Americanism 
Educational League warned the Nisei that 
unless their co-operation were volunteer- 
ed, serious consequences would follow. 
Nothing was done to prove that these 
American leaders of Japanese ancestry 
were disposed to co-operate in counter- 
acting Japanese espionage in this area. 


The Japanese representatives who at- 
tended the meeting on April 15, were: 


Bob Sato _____Executive Secretary 
Japanese Retail Clerks’ Union, A.F. of L. 
Robbin Keneko_ - __ President 
Juntor Produce Union 

Fred Tayama ___ President 


Los Angeles Chapter 
Japanese American Citizens’ League 


Shigemi Aratania —____—Vice President 
Los Angeles Chapter 

Japanese American Citizens’ League 

Togo Tanaka § ——________—_Edditor 
English Section, Rafu Shimpo 

M. Hort ss ____President 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

S. Nagata ________.Vice President 
Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Ted Akahoshi ____Executive Secretary 
Japanese Produce Merchants’ Association 


Despite the insistent denials by Togo 
Tanaka in the English section of the Rafu 
Shimpo that subversive Japanese organiza- 
tions were flourishing here, Shuji Fuji, on 
September 1, 1941, writing for the Doho 
Sha, published in Los Angeles, urged 
“Immediate action to root out by public 
denunciation, every sign of organization, 
activity, policy, and propaganda that in- 
clines to promote the pro-Nazi elements 
in Japan among us, such as the Japanese 
Military Servicemen’s League.” 


Fuji openly refuted the denial of Toy- 
ania, president of this League, that such 
an organization actually existed, declaring 
that the denial showed a “deplorable ig- 
norance and an insincere attempt at con- 
cealment of facts,"' and he added that the 
League was a dangerous “fifth column” 
structure among the Japanese. 


Tribute should be paid to Fred 
Tayama in this report for his courageous 
stand against the pro-Axis forces at Man- 
zanar. At the time this report was sub- 
mitted for publication the press carried 
the story of the insurrection at Manzanar, 
precipitated by dangerous elements whose 
hatred of America could no longer be 
restrained. It is regrettable that Tayama 
was severely injured in his plea for loyalty 
to the United States. 


JAPANESE MILITARY 
SERVICEMEN’S LEAGUE 


In 1936, one of Japan's shrewdest 
organizers was directed to Hawaii to pre- 
pare the overseas structure for the war 
against the United States. He was 
Tadaaiki lizuka, assistant chief of the 
Japanese Foreign Office Information 
Bureau. His task was to organize and 
consolidate Japanese subversive groups 
within America, so that Japan might have 
the assistance of powerful Trojan Horses 
in her invasion plans of Hawaii and our 
coastal area. 


The following year, Tizuka came to 
Los Angeles, reported to the Japanese 
Consul and initiated steps to form the 
Japanese Military Servicemen’s League, the 
most powerful potential sabotage agency 
in America at the outset of the war. 
Senator Guy Gillette, in an address before 
the Senate, October 2, 1941, told mem- 
bers of the Upper House that the League 
had 7,200 members consisting of Japanese 
subjects and dual-citizens among the Nisei 
who annually apply for deferment of 
military service in Japan, through local 
consulates, in order to carry on their im- 
portant work for Japan here, 


Senator Gillette further stated that 
“as of May, 1941, the League is alleged 
to have sent 650,000 yen to the Japanese 
war funds; that it has branches in Wash- 
ington, Oregon, Utah and northern Cali- 
fornia, and that each member ts pledged 
to die for Japan.” 


IMPERIAL COMRADESHIP SOCIETY 


This Society is the American arm of 
the Imperial Black Dragon Society, most 
powerful and most feared secret organiza- 


Playing With Dynamite 


tion in the Japanese Empire. Founded 
over fifty years ago to eradicate Occidental 
influence in the Far East, this Society 
grew to a position of absolute control 
over the military and foreign policies of 
Japan, finally precipitating the present 
war. It is claimed by authentic sources 
that its membership included more than 
150,000 army and naval officers, and it 
is no secret that many of the assassinations 
and acts of political piracy within Japan 
were carried out by Black Dragons to 
consolidate their control of Japan. Driy- 
en by a fanatical zeal for the Empire, 
Dragon leaders engendered and spread a 
hatred for the British and Americans un- 
surpassed in intensity in all of modern 
history. 


Although the Imperial Comradeship 
Society had been in existence for many 
years in America, Iizuka reorganized and 
strengthened this dangerous fanatical 
group so that its membership had reached 
4,800 by the end of 1941. The outward 
leadership of the Society was given to 
Sakutaro Kubota, a retired Japanese of- 
ficer, whose son, Takaki Kubota, an 
American citizen and an active leader in 
the “‘patriotic’’ Japanese American Citi- 
zens League of Los Angeles, became his 
able assistant. In 1940, the older Ktbota 
attended the Oversea Japanese Congress to 
take active part in preparations for the 
emergency which the Japanese government 
itself was even then engineering. The 
Society and the Servicemen’s League to- 
gether had 74 branches in 65 localities, 
and were exerting a powerful influence 
on the entire Japanese-American popula- 
tion on behalf of Japan. The extent of 
this influence had to be taken into con- 
sideration by our government in formu- 
lating its policy to cope effectively with 
the Japanese problem at home at the out- 
break of the war. 


JAPANESE-AMERICAN 
CITIZENS LEAGUE 


This League made remarkable headway 
as the principal front organization for the 
Japanese in America in “‘selling’’ the Jap- 
anese here, especially the Nisei, to Amer- 
ican civic leaders. Suspicion was cast 
upon this League when the first revela- 
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tions of affiliation with the Japanese sub- 
versive groups were made, Takaki Kubo- 
ta became a guiding figure in the Jap- 
anese-American Citizens League of Los 
Angeles and was for some time editor of 
a Japanese monthly, called the Citizens’ 
Friend. He succeeded in effecting the col- 
laboration of this League with the Com- 
tadeship Society and the Servicemen's 
League in a campaign to sell Japanese war 
bonds in the California, Oregon and 
Washington areas. As a matter of fact, 
the Japanese Finance Minister, Seinen 
Ikeda, actually requested the Citizens 
League to raise 1,000,000 yen to be de- 
posited in the Yokohama Specie Bank in 
San Francisco. 


Togo Tanaka and Fred Tayama 
screamed their protest for weeks after 
Pearl Harbor at the suggestions in Wash- 
ington that drastic action be taken to 
eliminate the Japanese peril on the Pacific 
Coast through some form of mass evacu- 
ation. Full page editorials appeared daily 
in the English section of the Rafu Shimpo, 
protesting ‘‘discrimination against Amer- 
ican citizens of Japanese origin’’ and 
avowing the complete loyalty of every 
Nisei to the United States, especially those 
who were members of the Citizens League. 
Bitter denunciations were made against 
individuals ‘‘who were using the war 
crisis to spread race hatred against Amer- 
ican born Japanese.”’ 


Many well meaning church leaders 
came to the front for the Nisei in this 
last ditch fight to prevent evacuation, and 
these also labeled “‘un-American and un- 
Christian’’ any attempt to suspend or cur- 
tail the civil liberties of Japanese-Amer- 
icans. Their clamor for the ‘'rights’’ of 
Japanese-Americans was prompted more 
by a spirit of emotional chivalry than by 
a knowledge of the inside facts that were 
forcing the hand of our military author- 
ities. 


BEHIND THE SCENES 
AT MANZANAR 


No one who has ever been forced to 
give up habits to which he is accustomed 
—to leave his home, business or farm— 
will deny that mass evacuation causes 
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great disappointment, inconvenience and 
mental suffering. And yet no one should 
know any better than the Japanese, the 
extenuating circumstances which created 
the necessity for it. Once in the assembly 
centers, both Issei and Nisei could demon- 
Strate their spirit of vicarious sacrifice for 
the sins of Japan, if they really possessed 
the passionate love for America so many 
had professed. 


The picture within these evacuation 
centers has not been very redeeming in 
this respect. What is related here, from 
a confidential source inside Manzanar, is 
not only authoritative, but is indicative of 
a spirit of Japanism in the breast of too 
many Japanese and Japanese-Americans, 
that bears out fully the earlier findings in 
this report. What happened at Manza- 
nar, happened in other centers. 


On August 8, 1942, nearly 500 
Kebei, Issei and Nisei gathered in Mess 
Hall 15, at Manzanar, under the chair- 
manship of Ben Kishi. The meeting, 
conducted in the Japanese language by 
consent of the Center administration, was 
called for the purpose of discussing their 
living conditions. 


The meeting developed into a bitter, 
denunciation of the Manzanar policies,” 
One scheduled speaker, Kujohi Hashimo- 
to, calling himself a Kebei-Nisei, hinted 
that he dared not say how the Kebei-Nisei 
felt regarding this country, whereupon a 
Joe Kurihara, born in Hawaii, sprang to 
his feet, demanding a voice on the floor. 
These were his words; 


“IT have never been in Japan, but in 
my veins flows Japanese blood; the blood 
of Yamato damashii. We citizens have been 
denied our citizenship rights; we have no 
United States citizenship; we are 100 per- 
cent Japanese.” A roaring applause and 
stamping of feet echoed his declaration. 


When Karl Yoneda, another sched- 
uled speaker, chairman of the War Partici- 
pation Committee, attempted to speak on 
the need for co-operation with this gov- 
ernment in winning the war, he was 
“booed” and jeered, so that only a por- 
tion of his speech could be heard. The 
un-American attitude of those present was 
clearly manifest. 
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The next speaker was Masaji Tan- 
aka. He made this startling pronounce- 
ment; 


“T am a Kebei-Nisei, but the Kebei- 
Niscis are not Americans; they are_Japa- 
nese. (Loud applause). E KEBEIS 
ARE NOT LOYAL TO THE UNITED 
STATES and they might as well know 
about it! But the Kebeis should use their 
citizenship rights for their own benefit, I 
cannot understand why there are a few 
Nisei who still talk about their citizenship 
rights, and about American democracy.” 


Realizing that the temper of this 
meeting would be revealed to the authori- 
ties at Manzanar, and that perhaps such 
meetings will be banned in the future, 
some of the Issei were heard to remark 
that “the Japanese soldiers will soon be 
here to liberate us.”’ 


Some time before this meeting, at a 
private conference between Ted Akahoshi, 
Issei chairman of block leaders at Manza- 
nar, and two other individuals, Akahoshi 
made this statement in the heat of an 
argument on certain government orders; 


“T want to say this——and I want this 
to be kept just among us three. If one of 
you should happen to tell it to someone 
else, I'm going to deny it. If Japan loses 
this war, we—and I include you citizens 
too—will all become slaves of this country, 
If Japan wins, we will then tell them how 
to run this country.” 


These incidents are related so that 
Americans may be awakened to a sense 
of realism on the overwhelming power of 
Japanism in the lives of many Japanese 
and Nisei in America. The punishment 
of the innocent for the sins of the guilty 
was under the circumstances unavoidable, 


JAPAN’S WAR PLANS 


The final policy to evacuate all Jap- 
anese from the coastal areas was influenced 
also by Japan's plans for the conduct of 
the war against the United States. Chris- 
tian leaders, former missionaries to Japan, 
and officials of the Civil Liberties Union 
were slow to comprehend that Japan had 
designs upon the United States in viola- 
tion of all international custom and de- 
cency, and that the local problem could 
only be interpreted in the light of these 
designs. To those who understood Ja- 


pan, no weakness in our coastal defenses 
through the presence of any Japanese 
could be tolerated without jeopardizing 
the lives and property of our own men, 
women and children. 


Japan declared this war to be a “‘to- 
tal war.” Years ago her entire economy 
and ideology were reordered to a complete 
‘all-out’ effort in preparation for the one 
supreme moment in her national history. 
She proposed to establish a “new world 
order,” and she announced her intention 
of extirpating the last European and 
American from the Far East, so that a 
consolidated Far East, under Japan's ruth- 
less domination, could be accomplished. 
This was her ‘divine mission.’” Ap- 
proaching this mission with an amazing 
fanaticism and chauvinism, Japan entered 
the war fully prepared, with her subjects, 
everywhere, case-hardened to endure any 
pressure for ultimate victory. 


Our leaders in Washington knew of 
Japan’s objectives before Pearl Harbor, 
but they did not envision Japan’s amazing 
striking power, nor did they reckon seri~ 
ously with her fanatical zeal, as subse- 
quently demonstrated by the ruthlessness 
and inhumanity in her conduct of the 
war so far, and in her treatment of our 
nationals, 


The Tanaka Memorial was consid- 
ered for years the fantastic dream of an 
unbalanced mind, or a weird, imaginative 
excursion of a Japanese sadist, and was 
therefore regarded with skepticism and 
ridicule by influential American leaders. 
It was not until an official document was 
discovered in the possession of two Jap- 
anese Naval Commanders visiting in ‘‘Lit- 
tle Tokyo” at Los Angeles, written by 
Kinoaki Matsuo, powerful Black Dragon, 
and key man in the Japanese Naval In- 
telligence Service, that interest in the Tan- 
aka Memorial was revived. 


Matsuo’s analysis of the impending 
war, called “The War Between Japan and 
the United States’, furnished an audaci- 
ous blueprint of the various stages of the 
war. On March 15, 1941, just a month 
after the discovery of this blueprint, the 
Americanism Educational League released 
over the Associated Press, a story of the 
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contents of that document, revealing that 
the Japanese anticipate starting the war 
against this country with a surprise at- 
tack upon Pearl Harbor, at a time when 
we would be “‘lulled to sleep’’ by the 
soothing words of a peace envoy in Wash- 
ington. 


The several steps in the first stage of 
the war, as outlined by Matsuo, were 
achieved with uncanny accuracy, and in 
chronological order. ‘The first stage was 
to be completed in four months, conclud- 
ing with the elimination of Australia as 
an offensive threat. Japan failed to 
knock out Australia by virtue of the Coral 
Sea Battle and the prowess of our airmen 
under General MacArthur and the sturdy 
resistence of the Australians. Except for 
the fact that Japan demonstrated surpris- 
ing power and organization in the first 
phase of the war revealing extensive fifth- 
column work wherever she attacked, and 
giving her boasted plans for further con- 
quest a sinister and dangerous import—it 
is in Matsuo’s outline of the second and 
third stages of the war that we see how 
the local Japanese were counted upon to 
give assistance to the Japanese navy that 
might have proven disastrous to our de- 
fenses on the Pacific Coast and in Hawaii. 


ATTACK UPON HAWATI 
AND THE PACIFIC COAST 


Matsuo outlines the Japanese plans 
to move northward into Alaska, and at 
the same time to strike at Hawaii in the 
second stage of the war. He anticipates 
help from the Japanese in Hawaii when 
the Japanese navy makes its bid for the 
Islands, 


The third stage of the war is an all- 
out attack upon California, Oregon and 
Washington, with the destruction of the 
Panama Canal. Matsuo does not hesitate 
to express with all the ego and fanaticism 
of the Japs that the Japanese forces will 
attempt large scale invasion of the coastal 
areas. Again, Matsuo expresses the con- 
viction of the Japanese War Council, that 
effective co-operation may be anticipated 
from the Issei and Nisei residing on the 
Pacific Coast. Particularly when Japan 
would begin to crush the ‘impregnable 


fortresses’’ of the Allied nations in the 
South Pacific, Matsuo intimates, would 
increased significance be given to her ex- 
pectation of help from her Fifth Column 
in the United States. Revelations of Jap- 
anese ruthlessness and plans for wholesale 
sabotage made a speedy, effective disposi- 
tion of the Japanese problem on the Pac- 
ific Coast more imperative. 


BACTERIA WARFARE 


On March 9, 1942, a report was 
submitted to the U. S. Army Intelligence, 
revealing plans promulgated among Jap- 
anese agents, to spread bacteria germs in 
the event such a step proved advantageous 
in undermining the morale of our people 
in the final stage of the war. This was 
to be accomplished by dropping vials con- 
taining germs, to spread bubonic plague 
and typhoid from collapsible airplanes to 
be carried to our shores in the large Jap- 
anese destroyer-submarines. 


More recently, a shocking document 
on bacteria warfare, distributed among 
Japanese Army and Navy officials since 
the war, came to light, and a translation 
of the proposed inhuman practices was 
submitted to Washington early in July. 
Following are two paragraphs from this 
document, called, ‘Bacteria Warfare 
Weapons.” 


“Bacteria weapons are to harm the 
enemy people (civilians) by spreading var- 
ious kinds of pathogenic bacteria, i.e., chol- 
era, typhus, pest, tuberculosis, malaria, yel- 
low fever, diphtheria, scarlet fever and 
smallpox, Once these fearful diseases are 
spread over a City, dissemination of them 
becomes wider and wider, Not only police- 
men in charge of preventing the spread of 
the disease germs in ordinary times, but 
also the sanitary officials in charge of relief 
work will find themselves utterly helpless, 
Furthermore, if these disease germs are dis- 
seminated in the battlefields, they will do 
as much harm as poison gas. 


“The methods of spreading these dis- 
ease germs are, for example: spread these 
germs over enemy cities from airplanes. In 
case of battlefields, the bacteria shell is fired 
by gun, and airplanes drop bacteria bombs.” 


_ This method of shattering the re- 
sistance of her enemies is not out of 
harmony with Japan's inhuman treat- 
ment of war prisoners. No nation in 
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modern history, with the exception of 
the equally cruel Nazis, has caused so 
black a spot to be smeared across the 
pages of this enlightened era. The sordid 
eye-witness stories related by such tfe- 
nowned personalities as Marsman, Powell 
and Harman are shocking and heart rend- 
ing. Torture, rape and plunder indicate 
the ruthless abandon of Japanese soldiers 
in their fanatical hatred of the British, 
Americans and Chinese, and their all-con- 
suming desire to crush America. 


How much of that hatred has been 
instilled in American Issei, Nisei or Kebei 
through Japan's scientific campaign of 
Japanizing American Japanese, is a mat- 
ter of conjecture. Certainly, no Caucasian 
American is qualified to peer beneath the 
expressionless countenance of the Japanese 
and read correctly what may be in his 
heart. When men, educated in our 
Christian colleges and frequenters of our 
Christian churches and American institu- 
tions, are guilty of the heinous crimes 
attributed to them by their expatriated 
prisoners, no emotional brief offered by 


beguiled missionaries and church leaders, 
on behalf of local Japanese can have much 
weight. Fortunately, the pressure to pre- 
vent evacuation of the Japanese proved 
ineffectual when the U. S, Army decided 
to act. 


JAPAN’S STRENGTH 


Another factor which must have had 
a bearing on the drastic policy of evacu- 
ation was the amazing striking power of 
the Japanese army and navy. It did not 
take long for the Japs to puncture our 
egotistical conviction that “we could blast 
the Japs from the face of the earth in 
three weeks.” 


We have seen the striking capacity 
of the Japanese navy and air corps, and 
have felt the relentless driving power of 
her ground forces. Prepared to the min- 
utest detail, with production still match- 
ing our own, with a civil population 
geared for total war and able to live on 
minimum rations, coupled with a national 
religious fervor for victory, Japan is a 
formidable, dangerous foe, and all our 
strength will be required to subdue her. 
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During the month of July, a report 
was released from Washington eminating 
from informed sources in the Orient that 
the Japanese navy would add the follow- 
ing reconditioned luxury liners as aircraft 
carriers during the months of August and 
September. 


1. S. S. Argentina Maru, 13,000 gross 
tons, speed 22 knots, 


2. S. S. Brasil Maru, sister ship to S, S. 
Argentina Maru 


. Aikoku Maru, 11,000 tons 

. Nitta Maru, 28,000 tons gross 

. Yawata Maru, 28,000 tons gross 

. Kasuga Maru, 28,000 tons gross 

. Izumo Maru, 11,400 tons gross 
. S. Muke Maru, 11,400 tons gross 
. S. Misima Maru, 11,400 tons gross 


The Kwantung Army, established 
ten years ago, has for some time been 
poised in northern Manchukuo, eager to 
strike northward through Siberia into 
Alaska. The strength of that army has 
been estimated at close to 2,000,000, 


How many men, ships and planes 
comprise the Japanese forces cannot ac-~ 
curately be estimated. The most optimis- 
tic leaders in Washington now have a far 
greater respect for the might of Japan. 
They agree that nothing short of com- 
plete all-out effort will suffice in meeting 
the challenge of Japan. 


These facts are presented to show 
that, in possession of information not 
generally released to the public, the U. S. 
Government recognized the serious nature 
of this war and the influence of Japan 
over Japanese living on American soil. 
Any policy of appeasement toward local 
Japanese might lead to dire consequences. 
The problem was one not to be solved 
through peacetime interpretation of civil 
liberties and the “inherent rights of all 
American citizens, regardless of race, color 
or creed.”’ The problem fell entirely 
under the category of a serious wartime 
emergency, and the rules applied were es- 
sentially the rules of all-out war without 
necessarily jeopardizing any basic Amer- 
ican institutions. Anything short of the 
application of effective military measures 
would have endangered the security of this 
nation in the most critical period of its 
history. 
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NO TIME FOR SENTIMENT 


Just as idealism and sentimentality 
have ruled many of our leaders in their 
efforts to thwart evacuation plans, the 
same attitudes characterize attempts con- 
stantly being made to placate the Japanese 
in custody today. How many additional 
motives have induced American leaders in 
Hawaii to defend the Japanese there at 
the present time, is a matter which may 
be subjected to close scrutiny should the 
Japanese fleet reach Hawaiian waters 
again. The lack of restrictions upon the 
160,000 Japanese in the Hawaiian Islands 
is a matter which should be taken up in 
a separate report. 


No Christian leader can find fault 
with the humane treatment of the Jap- 
anese by our government. Every care 
has been taken to demonstrate that even 
in war, Americans can apply principles 
of conduct basically Christian and hu- 
manitarian. There has been no starva- 
tion, no raping, no physical abuse of 
Japanese, no plundering of their posses- 
sions, no neglect of proper hospitalization 
of their sick. Ample food and shelter 
have been provided, and enough money 
allocated each month to purchase what 
would be impossible luxuries in Japan. 
There has been no curtailment of indi- 
vidual or group freedom, within certain 
prescribed limitations, which even the 
evacuees consider reasonable, 


Already, movements are afoot in 
America to urge the resettlement of the 
evacuees on the Coast, at the conclusion 
of the war. It is not the intent of this 
report to analyze that issue, except to 
offer a suggestion. 


The Japanese people by vicious 
propaganda have been led to believe that 
Americans are mistreating their nationals 
here, and that we give no quarter to their 


fighting men. No books on the contrast 
between our respective national policies, 
however ably written, could do as much 
in discrediting the Japanese propagandists 
and cause as much shame to the Japanese 
people, as 122,000 Japanese, returning 
from continental America, spreading 
through every city and hamlet in Japan. 
actual personal testimony of the Christian 
treatment they had received here. Their 
very presence in Japan might be sufficient 
to give the lie to the vicious falsehoods 
that turned the Japanese people against 
Americans. These repatriated Japanese, 
Issei and Nisei alike, could do more to 
Christianize Japan than a thousand mis- 
sionaries and ten thousand books. 


Whatever policy is adopted by the 
American people at the conclusion of the 
war in a final disposition of the Japanese 
question here, though not as drastic as the 
one above suggested, must be designed to 
protect the coming generation of our own 
youth. All known members of Japanese 
subversive organizations in America, and 
those reasonably suspected of connection 
with Japanese propaganda centers, should 
be expatriated. All Japanese aliens appre- 
hended by the federal government for cause 
during the war crisis should be deported. 
All Japanese language schools and propa- 
ganda organizations in America, and all 
other groups responsible in any way to 
Tokyo, should be outlawed permanently. 
Any sincere declaration of American citi- 
zenship by Japanese-Americans should fol- 
low a voluntary repudiation of dual citi- 
zenship and Shintoism, 


The citizens in the Pacific States 
have reason to congratulate this govern- 
ment, and especially the F.B.I. and tbe 
U. S. Army officials, for expediting a 
stupendous task of evacuation in record 
time, without sacrificing the inherent 
American qualities of decency and hu- 
manitarianism, 
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RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE AUTHOR 


In order to put the information contained in this analysis to some practical 
use, the author ventures several recommendations, some of which are already 
receiving serious attention by civic and patriotic organizations, such as the 
American Legion: 


Discourage the propaganda that the evacuation of the Japanese is in 
violation of the Constitution and its Bill of Rights. Several powerful 
organizations are engaged in a campaign to discredit federal agencies 
responsible for the evacuation. The public should be made to realize 
that every care was given not to create undue hardship among the 
evacuees. 


Civic organizations should recommend to Congress investigation into 
funds deposited in American banks by the Japanese Imperial Govern- 
ment with the view to confiscating all Japanese government assets to 
be used in caring for local Japanese. 


Segregate pro-Axis Japanese in the various camps to avert further 
trouble and prevent injurious propaganda. 


Prohibit the holding of mass meetings in reception centers and intern- 
ment camps by Japanese or Japanese-Americans, conducted in English 
or Japanese. Required mass meetings should be under the actual di- 
rection of federal agents at these camps. 


Put all Japanese adults to work on farms as soon as possible. 


Urge Congress to study the administrative policies in evacuation cen- 
ters, and put an end to “‘social experimenting.” 


Place complete control of all Japanese activities in hands of United 
States Army. 


Study carefully factors pertinent to disposition of Japanese after the 
war so that a sound post-war policy may be adopted. 


Counteract the campaign being waged by certain organizations to re- 
lease all Japanese-Americans from federal custody by exposing the 
national scheme to soften the American public for a powerful drive 
to sell the idea of a “negotiated peace’’ with Japan. 


